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F%pe Benedict XVI has declared
28 June 2008 to 29 June 2009 the ‘Year of
St. Paul’ to celebrate the 2,000th anniver-
sary of St. Paul's birth. 29 June is the
Feast of Saints Peter and Paul. St. Paul
was born a Jew and later became a Chris-
tian after a powerful revelation of Jesus
Christ on the road to Damascus. After
some time away in prayer, he spent the
rest of his life founding and encouragin
early Christian communities through hi
personal witness and his letters. As t
‘Apostle to the Gentiles’, St Paul mad

many missionary journeys and endur .
sufferings to preach the Gospel's message. Therefore we should not just reflect

He and St Peter, another great missionary, UPOn a past which has been left irrevoca
were martyred in Rome. Thirteen of the bly behind. Paul wishes to speak to us to
letters in the New Testament are attributed day. So we should make the most of this
to St Paul. Pauline Year and listen to him and learn
St Paul's message of the Good News con- f“’m him now the “faith and the truth In

tinues to inspire people today. He writes which are rooted the reasons for unity

how we can receive forgiveness from @mong the Disciples of Christ

Christ, the Son of God, and that we are e should reflect on this great Apostle of
deleP'Y Iot:/_ed b_thg_d ang are rc]:aged into & the Gentiles, and ask ourselves not jus
relations p wit im tl roug aptlsm. .
Having faith in Christ, and guided by the \t;vgc?afsaeug;ilswglgtsag O:e all(l tWhO th q:’
Holy Spirit, we can have the hope of eter NN Speak o us today.
nal life. Through Christ, we can bring His IS faith was the experience of being loved
love and truth to others, guided by the DY Jesus Christ with an entirely persona
Church. St Paul's message has as much love; it was an awareness of the fact tha
relevance to people in modern day society Christ faced death not for some unidenti-
as it did to those in Ephesus and Philippi!| fied cause, but for love of him - of Paul -
and that, being risen, He loves him still.
Christ gave Himself for him.
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Archpriest Paul's faith was not a theory or an opinio

on God and on the worldhis faith was the
impact of God's love on his heart, a love
St. Paul's courageous witness to that shakes him to his core and transform
the faith should serve as a model for con-him. And so Paul’s faith is itself love for
temporary Christians. Paul was born 2000Jesus Christ. There was no lack of dispute
years ago in Tarsus in Cilicia, in modern-along Paul’s journey as an apostle. He dig
day Turkey. He should not remain a fig-not seek superficial harmony. The truth
ure of the past who we recall with venera-was too great for him to be willing to hide
tion. He is also teacher, apostle and proit or sacrifice it in the name of external
claimer of Jesus Christ, to us, too. success. The truth he experienced in his




encounter with the Risen One was, for him, a
worth struggle, persecution and suffering. But Ri
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deepest motivations were the fact that he was lo
by Jesus Christ and his desire to transmit this lov
others. It is only on this basis that the fundarakent
concepts of his message can be understood.

If we focus on one of Paul's keywords: “freedon
we see that Paul, as a man loved by God, was fft
This love was the law of his life and, thus, it whs
freedom of his life. Paul spoke and acted, moved|!
the responsibility of love. Freedom and resporigjbi
are inseparably united. Those who love Christ|:

Paul loved Him, can truly do as they please, bexdud"

their love is united to the will of Christ and thts

the will of God; because their will is anchored |n

truth and because their will is not simply their roy
will - the decisions of an autonomous 'l - butnite-
grated into the freedom of God.

If we consider Paul's conversion on the road to T
mascus, when the Risen Christ proclaimed: “l al
Jesus whom you are persecuting”, we see that by p
secuting the Church, Paul was persecuting Jesus,
identifies himself with the Church as one singlb-snlf
ject. This exclamation which transformed Saul's |

contains the entire doctrine of the Church as thdyB
of Christ. Christ has not been withdrawn to heavg
leaving a group of followers on earth to pursues'h
cause'. The Church is not an association thatssee
promote a particular causbut the person of Jesu
Christ who, even when Riseremained as 'flesh'. H
has a body. He is personally present in his Chuic
Through all this we glimpse the Eucharistic myste
in which Christ continually gives His Body ang
makes us His Body.
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If we recall Paul's words to Timothy shortly befo
his death: "Join with me in suffering for the Gebp
we note that the duty of proclaiming the gospel ar
the call to suffer for Christ are inseparable. an
world where lies are so powerful, truth is paidhwi
suffering. Those who wish to avoid suffering, tege
it away, keep away life itself and its greatnebgyt
cannot be servants of truth or servants of then.fajt
Where there is nothing worth suffering for, lifseatf
loses value. The Eucharist - the focus of our be
Christians - is founded on Jesus' sacrifice fqritus
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One of the four Ilateral

paintings in the Church of
Our Lady of Angels,
;gprtrays the revelation of
esus to St. Paul on his way
Damascus. It is a painting
y Rocco Buhagiar (1723-
ig.805). This chapel is at the
oment undergoing
restoration. Therefore, at
present the paintings are
found in the parish church.
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“IN-NI A TA" SAN

PAWL", is found at

the end of Bishop

Caruana Street,

corner with Mdina

Road, in the whereabouts known &3-Ni la ta' San Pawl (next to Ag-
riculture Centre). This niche, portraying a stabfi&t. Paul, according to
Dun Salv Ciappara, was built in 1706, by a cert@aivu Calleja, to
commomorate the finding of a stream of running waide latter was
found by workers who were digging to prepare thanftations for a new
Cathedral. They abandoned the work in view ofvilager shortage.

The niche was rebuilt in 1881, and moved inward$ liget, allowing for
street widening. Its position has been reallocadedng other alterations
of Mdina Road, but it is still there today!

was born of the suffering of love. It is of thislfse
giving love that we live. It gives us the couragel a
the strength to suffer with Christ and for Him hist
world, knowing that this is the way that our live
become great, and mature, and true.
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Ash Wednesday: 25th February 2009marks the beginl
ning of the 40 day Lenten period of sacrifice ardance.

6:00pm: Procession of the Holy Crosdn St.
Philip Square, followed by Mass, at 6:45 pThis in-
cludes the penitential rite of the priest phaciashes as al
sign of Repentance.




