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- The family is definitely the topic of the

day. Itis being discussed by the State, the
Church, political parties and the civil
society at large. Somehow or other this
subject has attracted a lot of attention; on
one hand, some are defending it at all
costs, while on the other hand, some are
attacking it with all force.

The family is not a human invention. It is
a divine creation, therefore man cannot re-
create the family. The family is a reality
which is given to us from above and we
just have to accept it and welcome it. The
main characteristics of the family, as
given to us in the natural law, are:

The family is made up of a husband and
awife. The family which is based on

. marriage, is composed of the union of one

man and one woman. Nowadays this
dimension is seriously attacked, because
some argue: ‘Why can’t a family be
composed of two males or of two
females?’. The Church is not against
homosexuals, but their union cannot be
called a family, because the term family
applies specifically to that union of
husband and wife.

The second characteristic of this union is
that it is open to life.This is what is called
the procreative dimension. Love does not
enclose the couple in itself, but it naturally
opens the couple to new life. It is the
union of husband and wife that offers the
best place and the right environment for
the upbringing of children. Today, the
procreative dimension is being seriously
challenged by what is known as ‘the
culture of death’, dominated by the use of
contraceptives, sterilisation and abortion.

Finally, the third characteristic of family,
is that this union is forever. In the book
of Genesis, we find, that ‘man leaves his
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father and mother and clings to his wife
and the two of them become one
body’ (Gen 2,24). Again today, this
dimension is seriously threatened by the
idea of divorce. Divorce is wrong not
because the Church says so, but it is wrong
because it is harmful to the family, to the
children and to society at large.

These three characteristics are the
foundation of the family. The family is
the unit which gives us the energy and the
strength we all need to go on in life. It
gives us the reason to live. As one author
once said, ‘One can live without knowing
why, but one cannot live without knowing
for whom’. The family is precisely that
reason for whom we are all living.

The family is the basic unit of society. A
strong family means healthy individuals
and as a result we will have a strong
society. If the family breaks down we will
not have healthy individuals. Children
will not have the benefit of the love of
both parents. Nations will be literally
poorer, less healthy and less happy. This
is all based on sound social science.

Hence, let us work for the promotion of
the family, for nothing can replace the
family. The family is, by far, the most
precious gift we have all received

Fr. Joseph Mizzi, Director "Cana Movement”
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THE FOOD IS READY/
THE TABLE IS SET!
NOW GO RING THE DJNNER])BEL.L.’

AND RinG IT LOUD !

At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those
who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’
- Luke 14:17 niv
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Reflect...

“The great danger for family life, in the midst of
any society whose idols are pleasure,
comfort and independence, lies in the fact that
people close their hearts and become selfish.”
Pope John Paul Il

The great couragious initiative and
decision of our beloved Archpriest Fr.
Daniel Cardona and his aides, thoroughly
backed by the sheer enthusiasm and
financial generosity of the Haz-Zebbug
parishioners, to restore the belfries and
whole facade of our parish church
dedicated to St. Philip of Agira, prompts
us to remember and appreciate the
i i Lorenzo Gafa’s artistic
ur village.
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this great Vittoriosa
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Quote of the Month

“In some families,
please is described
as the magic word.
: In our house, however,
| it was ~ sorry”

Ho Margaret Laurence

ANY IDEAS OR. COMMENTS? ...Send to: The Editor , ‘Connection,” ¢/o 9, Parish Street, Haz-Zebbug ZBG 3361




